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This eighty-eighth edition of the Victorian
Year Book presents a comprehensive and
factual account of life in Victoria today.
The coverage is wide, and the treatment of
material broad.

The book, which contains several new
articles, has been prepared by the Victorian
Office of the Australian Bureau of Statistics
in co-operation with contributors and con-
sultants from academic, business, and public
life. The statistical tabulations are supple-
mented by descriptive text, much of which
is re-written each year, graphs, maps and
photographs, and present the latest facts
available at the tirne of going to press.
Topics covered by major new articles in this
edition include meteorology, company law,
trade practices legislation, ballet, postage
stamps, the River Murray Agreement, and
the Melbourne underground rail loop.

The book encompasses, in a concise and
comprehensive form, much information not
readily available elsewhere. It is therefore
a useful and necessary reference tool for
libraries, institutions, schools, businesses,
and government departments and authorities,
as well as for the general reader.
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PREFACE 

Last year the eighty-seventh edition commemorated the centenary of the 
Victorian Year Book. The conspectus of that special volume was historical 
and sought to trace the major features of Victoria's development since 
settlement. 

This eighty-eighth edition again takes up the permanent, on-going task 
of the Year Book: to record current changes in Victoria and to give a 
faithful, comprehensive, and objective picture of life in the State today. The 
YearBook has always endeavoured to do this by describing the important 
social, political, and economic activity in the community. 

Although the text of the Year Book is bound to evolve in new directions, 
continuity, especially of statistical information, will be preserved as far as 
possible so that the Year Book can fulfil its function both as a reference 
work as well as a record of Victoria's development. More references will, 
in future, be made to the Bureau's published detailed statistics and the 
specialist reader will in any case find a list of all publications issued by the 
Victorian Office in Appendix E of this edition. They are obtainable from 
the Victorian Office of the Bureau, which also provides library facilities where 
the public may consult a wide range of statistical material. 

In the " Further References " to previous special articles published in the 
Year Book no mention is made of the 1973 centenary edition. This apparent 
omission is deliberate because the structure of the 1973 Year Book is quite 
different from the volumes preceding or following it. Also, the alphabetical 
lists of special articles and maps which have appeared between 1961 and 
1972 can be found in the 1973 edition but are discontinued in this volume; 
from 1975 a new cumulative list of such articles and maps will again appear 
annually. 

The material in the Year Book has been carefully checked throughout, 
but I shall be grateful to those who will be kind enough to point out defects 
or make suggestions. 

It would be fitting here to acknowledge that the special 1973 centenary 
edition of the Year Book was the last one issued by Mr V. H. Arnold who 
was Government Statist from 1953 to 1958 and then from 1958 to 1973 
fulfilled the dual role of Government Statist and Actuary and Deputy 
Commonwealth Statistician. 

The preparation of this Year Book would not have been possible but 
for the willing co-operation of many individuals and institutions. First, I 
wish to thank the staff in the Victorian Office who under the overall direction 
of the Assistant Deputy Commonwealth Statisticians, Mr R. O. Spencer 



and Mr D. J. Hourigan, B.eom., AAS.A, M.B.A., have again brought 
to the preparation of the Year Book a sense of responsibility and concern 
to ensure that the book will continue to reflect accurately what is happening 
in the State. Special thanks are due to the Editor, Mr H. L. Speagle, M.A, 
B.Ed. and to his staff in the Publications Section. I wish also to thank the 
Government Printer and his staff for their fine work in printing the book 
and Mr Norman Quaintance for his typographical advice. 

Those who have assisted in the preparation of articles are listed in the 
following pages. 

N. BOWDEN 
July 1974 Deputy Commonwealth Statistician 
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---------------------------

The following symbols, where shown in tables, mean : 
n.a. not available 

nil or less than half the final digit shown, or not applicable 
p preliminary-figure or series subject to revision 
r figure or series revised since previous issue 
n.e.i. not elsewhere included 
n.e.c. not elsewhere classified 
n.s. not stated 
M males; F females 
- Break in continuity of series (where drawn across a column 

between two consecutive figures). 

The following abbreviations are used for the titles of the Australian 
States and Territories and Australia: N.S.W. (New South Wales), Vic. 
(Victoria), Qld (Queensland), S.A. (South Australia), W.A. (Western 
Australia), Tas. (Tasmania), N.T. (Northern Territory), A.C.T. (Australian 
Capital Territory), and Aust. (Australia). 

Yearly periods shown as, e.g., 1972 refer to the year ended 31 
December 1972; those shown as, e.g., 1971-72 refer to the year ended 
30 June 1972. Other yearly periods are specifically indicated. 

Values are shown in Australian dollars ($ or $A) or cents (c) unless 
another currency is specified. 

Any discrepancies between totals and sums of components in tables are 
due to rounding. 




